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Greencastle, Pa.







    Feb. 22nd, 1888

My dear Uncle Watson: --





I

hardly know how to frame a reply to your letter of Monday, but I must be honest with you and say frankly that the study of the law is not after my own heart’s desire, feeling as I do that I could not put any knowledge to practical use, after all the labor and cost of acquiring it.  I would be willing to undergo
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the labor but unvilling to burden you with additional cost.

I will not attempt to convey to your mind or express in words the debt of gratitude I feel I owe you for what you have done toward equipping me for the battle of life, and my aim is and shall be to turn what I now possess to practical account.  It looks now as though things may take a turn here to my advantage.  I have a number of desirable scholars in view which I think I can get and I have been looking forward to work in that direction.  Could I have secured a position in Wilson College that would have been very agreeable and may ___ be among the impossibilities.

If I belonged to the sterner sex I would say, “Yes, Sir.  Enter my name at once as a law student” as I believe I can pass the preliminary examination.
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But Alas!  the barriers seem too ____ing, and the heights too steep and rugged to scale in skirts.


Harry I believe will make a lawyer, he seems bent in that way and has a good mind, application and will power.


I wish I would enter heartily into your plans and coincide with your views but I know you would not have one start in a groove, for which I felt I was not
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intended to serve.    Of course I have not had much time to consider your proposition, this is the first impulse, which though frequently best, is certainly not infallible.

With all the love, honor and respect possible to be conceived I am and ever will be your







loving niece








Emily L. Fletcher

To

  Hon D. W. Rowe.

